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toese, but religion and philosophy and art united
them. We find that the people of the South
worshipped almost the same gods as the people
of tbe North. The same waves of religious
enthusiasm swept over the South as the North.
Sometimes the teachers from the North visited
the South and sometimes those of the South went
to the North, Very often theological discussions
set afoot at one place spread all over the country.
In literature, too, we find the same impulses at
work It is true that the South developed its own
languages, but it should also be borne in mind
that it cultivated Sanskrit. The themes of literature
were almost the same though their garbs were
different* The Ramayana, the Mahabharata, the
J?uranas, and the legends of India found a fertile
soil in the South and competent writers to deal
with them. There was therefore literary affinity
between the South and the North-
In spite of the barriers of mountains and rivers
and vast distances there was always a healthy
intercourse between the North and the South.
This was kept up by travellers, traders, wander-
log Sadhus, and pilgrims.
To the cultural heritage of India that consists
of glorious literature and works of art the South
has made its own contribution.